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Greek Revival style theater building, built 1355-1857, two stories 
and ba.ser.-ent, rectangular plan, originally 50 x 103 feet, brick 
construction. Front (west) portico has four unfluted Boric columns 
constructed cf wed.ge-shs.ped brick. VJooaen pediment (above) and 
architrave (below) complete gable under ridge roof.

Cast iron colunns in basement support main floor. These colur.ms 
originally continued up through the first floor space to support 
the second floor.

Original surviving exterior ornamentation includes: window frames, 
entablature mouldings, column and pilaster capitals, and iron 
scrollwork bolted to the cast iron window lintels.

Evidence of Victorian influence noted particularly in use of cast 
iron ornamentation, establishes building as late example of the 
Greek Revival style.

Basement originally used as reading room; rain floor used as con- 
bined theater ana lecture hall or auditorium. Second story housed 
the city hall, Hi sonic ana Odd Fellows hall. (H is_t or y of I IOT. T-J.T d 
and Cooper Counties, Kissoirri, 1383, p. 663; and Boonville //eekly 
0^rverrr^:/ 17, 1356, p. 2, col. 2.)"

Building was in need of repair at end of nineteenth century and 
was in danger of being rar.sd. Owner '.:. Speed Stephens hired 
architect T. W. Bast of Sedalia, Missouri, to design remodeling 
of second floor.(Boonville Weekly Advertiser, August 31, 1900, 
p. 1, col. 1.) On April S, 1901, plans were made public announcing 
an extensive renovation and. enlargement of the auditorium to 
provide an opera house. (Boonville :.Toel:lv Advertiser, April 5j1901, p. i, col. 5.) :'—————'

Architect for the auditorium enlargement was J. L. Howard of St. 
Louis, who specialised in theater design. (Boonville V.reekly 
Advertiser, I lay 17, 1901, p. 1, col. 1.)

This enlargement required, the removal of the east (rear) wall and 
an addition was constructed lengthening the building by approximately 
25 feet. New space accommodated more elaborate stage mechanisms 
and provided rooms for the musicians and heating plant. (B^ognyille^ 
Heekiy Advertiser, I lay 2L, 1901, p. 1, col. 1.) First floor was 
sloped, into original basement area to make possible better viewing 
of stage. Other interior alterations included: removal of several 
second story support columns, construction of balcony over rear 
third of auditorium, application of ornamental plastarwork, and 
extensive reworking of lobby.
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Mid-nineteenth century civic, theatric, and cultural center of 
unusually early date (1355-3-357) for its period and location

Thespian Hall is also signifies tit ir. Missouri's political history 
as many campaign speeches were delivered there during the nine 
teenth century. A typical e::anole is the canoai^n rally of 
General George Rapeen Srrit': of Sedalia, Missouri who ran in l3?2 
on the Republican ticket for a seat in the legislature. (The 
Missouri Historical Review, vol. 3l<, no. 1, October, 1939, "pT 112.)

Built 13^-13"? at a cost of "22,000 (Nathan H. Parker, Missouri 
As It Is inJ-367, 1357, p. 233) or at a cost of ^ 16, 000 accoraHg 
to another source. (Thj3rJto|OjrvirLg Daily Hews, Oct. 3, 1936, p. 1 
and p. h.) Original estiiiated^cost of building was :: ''10,000. 
Thespian ilall wad built -and owned by the Boonvillc Library, 
Reading ROOM and Thespian Association, organised 13;£, as an 
outf';rowrth of tlie Thesoian Society of Boonville, organisod before 
l83^' (A Brief History of Thespian Hall, p. 2 and°p. 6.) Build 
ing funds were raised by~the~s"aie of Association stock. (Bponville 
Weekly Observer, June 9, 13^5, p. 2, col. 3, and ilarch 29,"To3'o, 
p. 2, col. 2.T" Local contractors Roman and RbDeanaon, later a 
ray or of Rocnville, built the Hall. (Bo_orvville_'.-JecklT Obse.r'/er,"June 9, 1855, P. ol. 3, and larch

Four years after completion of the Rail, the Thespian Association 
was disbanded because of the Civil T.:'ar. During the War, Thespian 
Plall served first as a quartering place for troops and later as

stable. (The Boonville Jailv News, Oct. 3, ~~ ——————————— ' ————a hos-oital and horse
1936, p. 1 and p. h.)
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I. OLD VIIv/3 : 
A. The Boonvills Weekl:.-- Advertiser, Dec. 2, 1898, p. lj.

From SV7, lino drawing, signature lower right unreadable. 
Balcony at second floor (front), gateway at south side.

B. Illustrated Atlas Liar) of Cooper County, I-Iissouri. St. Louis:
Atlas Publishing Co., lb?7j p. 60. engraving. Describes 
hall capacity as 800.

llillEOGR APICAL. DATA ' ; "• : - :; • . • ' : •. • • ^-- ? - -••.. ? : * • ^^ > ; ;^ h • ^ \&^ f^v£ SSf ISidsl^
LATITUDE AND UONCilTUDE COORDINATES r 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 
p

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW o o

NE o . . o 

SE o , . o , . 

cuy 9 * * O » •

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
' DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
1 OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

38 ° 58' 26 ' 92 ° hh ' 33 "

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY CODE

COUNTY: CODE

^

COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: CODE

fcf $*i*:pJtee*iteD 6y;^;^
NAME AND Tl TL E:

",••', P^-hrioin Fo^r^s, Research Architectural Historian
ORGAN, zAT,oN State u ^ storic^ Survey and Planning Office DATE 
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7. Original character of total exterior has been .maintained.
Brick used in addition closely matches that of original building. 
Addition is set apart fron earlier building by its greater 
height, nans?.rd roof, fenestration pattern of walls largely 
unarticulated and snail round windows at freise level of old. 
building.

Srall exterior balcony at second floor level on the facade 
replaced an earlier balcony added after completion of building. 
Balcony presently in place nay have been added during 1900 
renovation. Dates for both balconf.es not certain. Modern 
neon sign, attached below the level of balcony to the central 
Eoric colnrns, detracts frora the appearance of the facade.

Brick on facade painted white. Sore cast iron ornar.snta.tion 
has fallen off and has not been replaced. Several chirneys 
present in old views have been renoved. (See bibliography.) 
Windows altered to become doorvrays in the front wall flanking 
main entrance. Several first floor openings in north and. 
south walls have beer, bricked, in.

Currently building is basically sound, but in need of 
refurbishing.
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THESPIAN HALL

In the War years, Thespian Hall became the property of 
Col. J. L. Stephens. In 1369 it was leased to the Turn 
and Gesang Verein, a German singing and athletic society. 
(Elston J. I-felton, The'First Hundred Years, 195^7, p. 17.)

After 1900-190], renovation undertaken by ovmsr VI. Speed 
Stephens^ Hall -,-ias reooened as The Stephens Opera House., 
Ho-/. 5, 1901. (3oowil^;-:ee^Jldtv^ti£cr, Nov. 8, 1901, 
p« 1, col. 1. )

Circa 1912, Thespian Hall was converted to a motion picture 
theater and was renamed 'The Lyric. Later it vras adapted 
to sound films.
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9. (Continuation Sheet #1)
C. Melton, Els ton J. The^_First Hundred. "Years. Boonville,

Missouri: Missourian Publications,"" 1957, op. p. 16.
ca. 1900. Balcony at second floor level unlike one
presently there.' 

D. Parker, Nathan H. Massouri^ As It_Is_in 1361 . Philadelphia:
J. B. Lippincott <i"Co.~T567, op. o. 2337 Engraving of
hall before balcony added to front. Stockade fence
surrounds the building, a Civil '-Tar barricade? Oldest
Icno-.m illustration of the building.

Historical Society "? Missouri. Cooper county
photographic file. Detail photos made by Hester Jones,
July > { , 19hO.

II. BOCKS:
A. History of Howard and Copper Coun ties,_ Misso^uri. St. Louis:

'17aTio"n"aTTristorT:al "Corpany, l:Jd3. ppf~oo2-3.
B. Melton, Alston J. Melton's His tor- of Cooper C^ounty^ .^ssouri. 

Coliimbia, Mo. : Tiie E.':/. Stephens Publishing Conipany, 1937, 
pp. 199-202. Description of the kinds of plays presented 
at Thespian Hall. 

C. A Brief History of Thespian Hall. Boonville, Missouri: The
Preservation Corvittee, 1937. Unfootnoted

:Tia osrial,

III. ."UJ .'"1. ,'j.J i -L-»lX O.'-- jJu-'^y .; 't.L»Z' *

A. The Boonville Advertiser, Dec. 25, 1936, p. 1, col. 3 J i. 
Charles van Uavens^aay staterrisnt on results of survey 
Bade by Floyd C. Shce-^aker of the State Historical 
Society of Missouri in order to ascertain uniqueness 
of the building.

B. The Boonville Pail;.' Advertiser, issues for December 1375 and 
January ~l"j76, as VxaVples of advert is events for lectures, 
functions at the hall. Jan. 3, 1937, pp. 1 & 8. 
Preservation effort described.

C. The Boonville Daily He-ra, Oct. 7, 1935, p. 1. cols. 5-6.
Charles van .laveas-.-raay article describes T.7ays in *.vhich 
hall served the to'-rn.

Oct. 3, 1935, p. 1. History of the building.

Dec. 17, 1936, p. 1, cols. 5-6. Refers to Shoemaker 
survey of old theater buildings.
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9. (Continuation Sheet #2)
D - ?.oar-? ille v - eekl" Advertiser, Aug. 10, 1900, p. 1, col. 1. ^ 

Announces that architect is coming to estimate cost of 
redecoration of ILisonic Hall.

Aug. 31, 1900, p. 1, col. 1. Architect T. T:J. Bast's 
plans subratted and accepted.

Sept. 21, 1900, p. 1, col. 1. E. H. Roberts, Boonville, 
contracted for job. Dimensions of rooms, second floor.

Nov. 30, 1900, p. 1, col. 2. Hearing completion.

Dec. 7, 1900, p. 1, col. 1. Describes opening of Dec. 6. 
"A Drean of Oriental splendor..."

Dec. I'*, 1900, p. 1, col. 1. Describes formal opening. 
Lists those present, entertainnents.

April 5, 1901, p. 1, col. 5. Announcement of plans to 
redecorate the auditorium, rain floor of building. 09000 
to be raised for that purpose. Subscriptions solicited.

April 12, 1901, p. 1, col. <- ?und raising going yrell. 
Management looking for an architect.

l<ky 17, 1901, p. 1, col. 1. J. L. Howard, St. Louis 
architect, hired.

Iky 2li, 1901, p. 1, col. 1. J. L. Howard visited building, 
took measurements. "iad*.e his estimates.

June 7, 1901, p. 1, col. 1. Howard's sketches are on vie'.;.

July 12, 1901, p. 1, col. 1. Construction contract let. 
Names artisans involved in interior decoration.

July 26, 1901, p. 1, col. 1. Work in progress. 

Sept. 6, 1901, p. 1, col. l>. 'fork in progress.

Oct. 13, 1901, p. 1. Announcement of grand opening, to 
be Hov. 5, 190l'.

Nov. 8, 1901, p. 1, col. 1. Description of opening.
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THESPIAN HALL 

9. (Continuation Sheet #3)

E. Boonville Weekly Observer, March 2\.\, 1855, p. 2, col. 6.
Notice to Builders gives anticipated dimensions of the 
building.

April 7, 1355, p. 2, col. 1. Notice.

June 9, 1055, P. 2, col. 3. Purchase of more land.

Sept. 1, 1'3;;5, P- 2, col. 2. Work in progress.

March 15, 1356, p. 2, col. 1. Contractor read.;/ to 
complete building.

March 29, l3£6, p. 2, col. 2. Stockholders meeting. 
KcDearnion announced that building would be finished 
by October.

May 1?, 1856, p. 2, col. 2. Nearing completion.

F. The Kansas City .Star, Jan. 29, 1933, p. 32A, col. 1. 
Illustrated with line drawing of hall. History of 
building. News item.

G. Missouri Historical Review Vol. XXXI, No. 2, Jan. 1937, 
p. 213T~ Noti'ce that hall is threatened and may be 
razed. Preservation movement began October, 1936.

Vol. XXXIV, No. 1, Oct. 1939, p. 112. Political rally 
at Thespian Hall, 13?2, described.

Note: All sources listed in this bibliography can be found at 
the State Historical Society of I'issouri, Columbia, Missouri.
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OWNERS NAME:
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700 Tenth Street
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State Historical Society of Missouri.
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______Gorrer, Hitt and LOTTTV streets
CITY OR TOWN:

______Colun-h ia. .21:
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I. OLD VISE : 
A. The Boonville Weekly Advertiser, Dec. 2, 1893, p. lj.

From Shr, line drawing, signature lower right unreadable. 
Balcony at second floor (front), gateway at south side.

B. Illustrated Atlas I-arj of Cooler County, Missouri. St. 3>uis:
Atlas Publishing Co., lb?7, p. 6-0. engraving. Describes 
hall capacity as 800.
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CODE COUNTY CODE

CODE COUNTY: CODE

/

CODE COUNTY: CODE

CODE COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND Tl TLE:

ir ppj-^f,^., HO! res, Research Architectural Historian
ORGANIZATION state Historical Survey and Planning Office DATE 

-issouri State Park Board Anril 10, 1969
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 29 State Q-\ Local Q
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MISSOURI STATE PARK BOARD 
MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 17, 1969 File No.__

FROM: Orval L. Henderson, Jr.

TO: Mrs. Mary Patricia Holmes - Survey Office - Columbia, Missouri,

SUBJECT: National Register Form on Thespian Hall.

I read your report, and want to congratulate you upon the thoroughness of your research, 

documentation, and writing. I believe this is by far one of our best projects to date. 

I regret we are not able to treat all of our sites in this manner, but due to the press 

of funds and time, it is impossible. 

Again I want to congratulate you on a well prepared report.

OLH:mvs

cc: Matt Matheney 
W. Crosby Brown
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Form 10-300a 
(Dee. 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

Missouri
COUNTY

Coooer
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Number all entries)

TimSPIAIT HALL

6. Missouri State Historical Survey 

1968

Missouri State Park Board 

P.O. Box 1?6 

12Oh Jefferson Building 

Jefferson City, Missouri 6^101

(state)

Code: 2)j
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#9 
LYRIC THEATRE (THESPIAN HALL)

COUNTY: Cooper

LOCATION: NE corner, Main (5th) & Vine streets,
Boonville, Mo. 65233

OWNER: Mr. Kenneth Winkelmeyer
ADDRESS: 700 10th St., Boonville, Mo. 65233

DATE APPROVED BY A.C.: 10-26-68 

DATE SENT TO JEFF. CITY:

DATE SENT TO D.C.: 04-29-69 

DATE OF REC. IN D.C.: 05-02-69 

DATE PLACED ON NATIONAL REGISTER: 05-21-69

DATE AWARDED CERTIFICATE 06-03-74
(AND PRESENTOR): Orval L. Henderson, Jr.

Assistant Director, Historical Division

DATE FILE REVIEWED:



Mid-nineteenth century civic, theatric, and cultural center of unusually early date. 
(1855-1857) for its period and location (modest size midwestern town). According 
to a survey conducted in 1936 by the State Historical Society of Missouri, the 
building is the oldest surviving theatre used continuously for that purpose, west 
of the Allegheny Mountains.
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Boonville Quadrangle 
7.5" series •
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lj S Tr 3. 7^' Quadrangle 
Mao'"Boonville " (195?) 
Scale 1:24,000



Thespian Hall 
Lyric Theater 
Boonville. 

n


